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ABSTRACT  

This research aimed to investigate the levels of vocabulary, reading comprehension, and to examine whether there was a 

significant correlation between vocabulary mastery and reading comprehension among students. The research was 

quantitative in design, using descriptive and correlation methods. Purposive sampling technique was employed. The 

instruments used in the research were two adapted types of tests from Erniwati (2019) consisting of vocabulary mastery 

and reading comprehension. In the data analysis section, mean values and Pearson Correlation were used in the 

research. The population for the study were grade 8 of UNKLAB Junior High School which consisted of 136 students 

and total respondents were the 64 students. The result of the findings of vocabulary mastery level is 87 which 

categorized in understanding level, the level of reading comprehension is 74 which categorized in developing level, and 

the correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery and reading comprehension is 0.636 which classified there was a 

significant correlation between the two variables. The It could be concluded that when students have a larger 

vocabulary, they will comprehend the reading texts better. 
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INTRODUCTION   

English is one of the most widely used languages in the world. It has become an important 

international language in various fields, including global communication, business, technology, 

science, entertainment, and education.  English is used as an official language in many countries, 

serves as an international language for cross-cultural communication, and plays a role in the 

international technology and business industries. In English language learning, four skills must be 

understood and mastered by learners, which include listening, speaking, reading, and writing. And 
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one of the key elements in mastering these four elements is vocabulary. Destiyanti, Amin, and 

Putera (2021) stated vocabulary containing simple words is a simplified version of difficult ones, 

words that students frequently encounter in everyday English. When learning the meanings of 

simple words, it will enhance vocabulary mastery and enable the study of other important aspects. 

As stated by Ramadhani (2021), the greater one’s vocabulary, the higher one’s output in all facets of 

English. It can be said that by having a extensive vocabulary, a person tends to be better at speaking, 

writing, understanding, and using English effectively in various situations or fields. 

 Therefore, a rich vocabulary can have a positive impact on one’s overall English language 

proficiency. Vocabulary is closely related to reading because there are words or sentences that 

originate from the source being read. Ali (2010) stated that having a good grasp of vocabulary plays 

an important role in reading. Therefore, it can be inferred that vocabulary proficiency is related to 

reading. Vocabulary is essential for engaging in reading activities. According to Nunan as cited in 

Manihuruk (2020) reading is an ability that revolves around understanding and deriving meaning 

from written text. It can be concluded that vocabulary can enhance the ability to develop reading. In 

the process of reading, readers will search for and discover meanings and various types of words 

containing vocabulary. Septiana and Hanafi (2022) vocabulary is necessary to be mastered since it 

will enhance comprehension in reading. Hence, when students are about to read a text, readers can 

understand the words written due to an adequate mastery of vocabulary. However, there is research 

that contradicts this. Like the study conducted by Aprilia (2019), which found that many students 

still lack vocabulary. One of the cases that occurs is one of the problems faced by students, 

especially the students in the process of mastering vocabulary and comprehension in reading. 

There were two hypotheses formulated in this study:  

 H0: There is no significant correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery and reading 

comprehension. 

Ha: There is significant correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery and reading 

comprehension mastery and their reading comprehension in descriptive text at the eight grade 

students of UNKLAB Junior High School. 

 

ME THODOLOGY 

In this study, the researcher employed a quantitative research design, wherein a specific test 

was chosen to gather data from a particular sample. As per Aliaga and Gunderson, as cited in Muijs 

(2010), quantitative research involves explaining phenomena by collecting numerical data and 

analyzing them using mathematically based methods, particularly statistics. Additionally, the 

researcher used a descriptive technique to analyze the levels of Vocabulary Mastery among students 

and Reading Comprehension in students. Furthermore, the researcher used a descriptive technique 
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to assess the extent of students' vocabulary mastery and reading comprehension. According to 

Maghfirohtin (2017), this descriptive approach is used to understand and interpret human behavior 

as it appears in specific social situations. Additionally, the researcher utilized a correlation technique 

to examine the connection between students' vocabulary mastery and reading comprehension. 

The researcher used purposive sampling in conducting this study. According to Tongco 

(2007) the purposive sampling technique, also called judgment sampling, is the deliberate choice of 

an informant due to the qualities of the informant possesses. The researcher intentionally chose 

Grade 8A as a sample to conducted the research due to observations conducted by the researcher, it 

was found that class 8A has issues regarding vocabulary mastery and reading comprehension. 

Research Instrument 

The instrument that the researcher used were adapted tests as a measuring tool for two 

variables, namely vocabulary mastery and reading comprehension. For the vocabulary test, the 

researcher used predetermined multiple-choice "Consisting of 20 items and answer choices 

consisting of 4 options." as a test to assess the students' vocabulary level. As for the reading test, the 

researcher used a story-based set of questions, and subsequently, the students answered questions 

derived from that story in multiple-choice format and the test consists of 15 items with answer 

choices consisting of 4 options. This test was used to assess the students' reading comprehension 

level. 

Pilot Test 

Before conducting the research, the researcher conducted a pilot study to determine the 

validity and reliability of the instrument used. The pilot study was conducted at UNKLAB Junior 

High School, Airmadidi. The test was distributed to the students of Grade 8C, with the total of 30 

students, during the English class. After that, the test was collected and analyzed. 

 

Result and Discussion 

 Three research questions were used to guide this study. First, how were the student’s 

vocabulary mastery level in learning English. Second, how were the student’s reading 

comprehension level in learning English? Third, was there any correlation between the student’s 

vocabulary mastery and their reading comprehension ability in learning English? 

Table 4.1 

The Descriptive Statistic of the L evel of V ocabulary Mastery 

Variable N N* Mean SE Mean StDev Minimum Q1 Median Q3 Maximum 

Grade Vocabulary 34 0 87.79 1.82 10.60 55.00 80.00 90.00 95.00 100.00 
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 From the results of the vocabulary test, it was observed that the average score was 87. 

(Table 4.1) Based on the scoring scale, the average obtained from the students was at a understand 

level. The lowest score obtained was 55, and the highest score obtained in the test was 100. So, to 

answer research question number one, it can be concluded that the student’s vocabulary mastery 

level in class 8A was at understand level. 

Table 4.2 

The Descriptive Statistic of the L evel of the Reading Comprehension 

Variable N N* 

Mea

n 

SE 

Mean 

StDe

v 

Minimu

m Q1 

Media

n Q3 

Maximu

m 

Reading 

Test 

34 0 74.31 3.81 22.21 20.00 65.0

0 

80.00 93.3

3 

100.00 

 

 The results of the reading comprehension test above, the mean score of the test was 74.31 

(Table 4,2). According to the interpretation scale, this mean score fell into developing. The lowest 

score obtained was 20, and the highest score obtained in the test was 100. So, to answer research 

question number two, it can be concluded that the level of reading comprehension of students in 

class 8A at UNKLAB Junior High School was classified as developing. 

Table 4.3 

The descriptive statistic of correlation of vocabulary mastery and reading comprehension 

Pearson correlation 0,636 

P-value 0,000 

 

The result obtained was that the r-value = 0.636 and the p-value = 0.000 (Table 4.3). It could 

be concluded that the r-value was high, indicating a correlation between the two variables, as seen 

on page 25 regarding Pearson Correlation. Another result indicated that the p-value was 0.000, 

indicating that the p-value was low, and the standard significance level was (0.05). With a very low 

p-value, it could provide strong evidence against the null hypothesis and support the alternative 

hypothesis. It could be concluded that the alternative hypothesis (H1) was accepted, and the null 

hypothesis (H0) was rejected. To answer research question number three from the results presented, 

it could concluded that the two variables had a strong relationship and had significant correlation as 

well. 

This result was similar to the research conducted by Daryanti (2015), the research aimed to 

establish a link between the vocabulary proficiency of 8th students at SMP Negeri 4 Wates in the 
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academic year 2013/2014, which comprised five classes, and their reading comprehension. A sample 

of 28 students was chosen using a cluster random sampling technique. The data collection 

instruments were carefully tested, and the data was analyzed using Linear Regression analysis in 

SPSS 16. The research findings revealed a positive and significant correlation between students' 

vocabulary mastery and their reading comprehension. The results of the hypothesis test indicated a 

correlation coefficient of 0.600, with vocabulary mastery contributing 36% effectively to reading 

comprehension. Additionally, the significance level (F) was 0.001, which was less than 0.05. This led 

to the rejection of the null hypothesis (HO), confirming a strong relationship between vocabulary 

and reading comprehension among the eighth-grade students at SMP Negeri 4 Wates in the 

academic year of 2013/2014. This suggests that vocabulary has a crucial role in enhancing reading 

comprehension, although it is not the exclusive factor determining reading comprehension abilities. 

In a study conducted by Ramadani (2021), the research focused on exploring the correlation 

between the vocabulary proficiency of eleventh-grade students at MAN Selayar and their reading 

comprehension. The study included a sample of 24 students, selected using a random sampling 

technique. The study's findings indicated that the students' vocabulary mastery and reading 

comprehension were quite strong, as reflected in the average scores of 82.00 for vocabulary mastery 

and 84.64 for reading comprehension. Furthermore, a strong relationship was observed between 

vocabulary mastery and students' reading comprehension, with a correlation coefficient (r) of 0.914. 

This correlation value falls within the range of 0.80-1.000, signifying a very strong relationship 

between the two variables, namely vocabulary mastery and students' reading comprehension.  

 

CONCL USION  

Based on the findings found in this study, it is concluded that the students' vocabulary level 

fell into the category of understand. It could be said that the students understood vocabulary. 

Furthermore, the students' reading comprehension level was classified as developing, and it could be 

concluded that the students had comprehended reading comprehension. Regarding the correlation, 

the findings revealed a significant correlation between vocabulary mastery and reading 

comprehension. Some limitations of this study included was the limitations on time during the 

administration of the instrument, potential cheating during the test-taking time, and the lack of 

seriousness of some students in completing the test due to the relatively large number of test items. 

In terms of significance, there was a positive significance, which meant that the students' increased 

vocabulary allowed them to enhance their reading comprehension. 
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RE COMMENDATION  

In this study, the researcher provided several recommendations regarding the findings of the 

research. Firstly, although the students' vocabulary level was very high, it was highly recommended 

that students continue to develop new vocabularies to expand their vocabulary in English learning. 

Learning should be conducted both inside and outside the school. Furthermore, regarding the level 

of reading comprehension among students. Although it was categorized as high, students should 

have been more diligent in practicing reading English books to be able to read other books more 

complex. For teachers, it was highly recommended to inform and continue teaching students about 

the importance of developing English vocabulary as it would have brought several beneficial 

advantages. The teachers can be the motivator where they motivate the students and assist them in 

developing reading comprehension in English so that the students wouldn't lose interest in reading.  
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