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ABSTRAK   
This study aimed to examine the relationship between students’ use of scanning strategies and their reading 

comprehension performance at SMAN 7 Manado. Employing a quantitative descriptive research design, data were 

collected from Grade 10 students and analyzed using descriptive statistics and the Pearson Product-Moment Correlation 

Coefficient. The results showed that the mean score of students’ scanning strategy was 2.63, indicating a moderate level, 

while their reading comprehension performance had a mean score of 3.40, also categorized as moderate. Statistical 

analysis revealed a significant correlation between the two variables, with a p-value of 0.000 and a correlation coefficient 

(r) of 0.639, signifying a strong positive relationship. These findings suggest that students’ proficiency in scanning 

strategies is significantly associated with their reading comprehension outcomes. This highlights the importance of 

explicitly teaching scanning techniques as part of reading instruction to enhance students’ comprehension skills. 
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INTRODUCTION  
English is widely recognized as an international language, serving as a vital tool for 

communication across countries and sectors such as global business, politics, and particularly 

education (Rose, 2018). As a core component of English language proficiency, reading stands 

alongside listening, speaking, and writing. Among these skills, reading comprehension plays a 

fundamental role in evaluating students’ understanding and is essential for academic success. To 

enhance efficiency and accuracy in processing reading materials, students are encouraged to utilize 

scanning strategies—techniques that enable them to locate specific information without reading the 

entire text. 

According to Sari (2016), scanning strategies are effective in improving students’ reading 

abilities and overall comprehension. Teachers often implement these strategies by guiding students 

to identify keywords or phrases quickly, using textual features such as titles or subtitles, and 

navigating information efficiently. Fauzi (2018), citing Casey (2003), emphasizes that scanning is a 

valuable approach to extract particular details, especially in timed or assignment-based settings. This 

method not only reduces students’ cognitive load but also fosters reading flexibility and time 

management. 

Furthermore, Maharsi et al. (2019) assert that reading is a crucial academic skill that enables 

learners to access information and construct meaning. However, comprehension extends beyond 

merely reading; it involves an active, internal process where the reader integrates prior knowledge, 

textual clues, and interpretative reasoning (Shaleh, 2023). Edvieanto et al. (2018) support this view, 

highlighting that reading comprehension facilitates meaningful learning and academic achievement. 

https://joecy.org/index.php/joecy
mailto:journaljoecy@gmail.com
https://issn.lipi.go.id/terbit/detail/20211008560887211
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


 

12411 | Journal of Innovative and Creativity , 5(2) 2025 

Despite the recognized benefits of scanning techniques and reading comprehension, 

challenges persist. Sudirman (2020) observed that students often struggle to identify key information 

due to limited vocabulary and insufficient background knowledge. Similarly, Aprilia (2019) reported 

that Indonesian students frequently encounter difficulties in locating detailed information while 

reading. These issues suggest a persistent gap in the application of scanning strategies and the 

development of reading comprehension skills. 

This concern is echoed by findings from international contexts. For example, Dara (2019) 

revealed that high school students in Cambodia lacked the linguistic knowledge necessary to apply 

scanning strategies effectively in English reading tasks. Additionally, studies by Lusianah (2017) and 

Hashemi (2021) found that vocabulary limitations significantly hinder comprehension, making it 

difficult for students to derive meaning from the text. 

The researcher’s own experience aligns with these observations. During senior high school, 

the researcher noted that many students struggled to comprehend reading texts due to limited 

vocabulary and insufficient language skills. These issues raise questions about the extent to which 

scanning techniques influence reading comprehension, particularly at SMAN 7 Manado. Therefore, 

this study seeks to examine the relationship between students’ scanning strategies and their reading 

comprehension performance. 

Literature Reviews 

English serves as a global lingua franca, widely used in international communication, business, 

politics, and education (Rose, 2018). Within the educational context, reading is one of the four 

essential language skills alongside listening, speaking, and writing. Among these, reading 

comprehension plays a pivotal role as it enables students to derive meaning from texts and supports 

their academic success. To aid comprehension and increase reading efficiency, students are 

encouraged to employ specific strategies such as scanning, which allows them to locate targeted 

information without reading entire texts. Sari (2016) highlighted that scanning can significantly 

enhance students' reading abilities by improving both speed and accuracy. 

Teachers often integrate scanning techniques into classroom instruction by encouraging 

students to identify keywords, use textual clues like titles and subtitles, and navigate content 

strategically. According to Casey (2003), as cited in Fauzi (2018), scanning is a purposeful method 

for retrieving information relevant to specific tasks or questions. This technique cultivates flexibility 

in reading and helps learners become more independent in text exploration. In line with this, 

Maharsi et al. (2019) emphasized that reading is not just about decoding words but involves 

constructing meaning and actively engaging with the content. 

Reading comprehension itself requires more than passive understanding. Shaleh (2023) 

describes it as an internal cognitive process where readers merge their prior knowledge with textual 

information and personal interpretation. Edvieanto et al. (2018) further argued that comprehension 

is critical in students’ learning journeys, contributing to both academic advancement and lifelong 

learning. Despite its importance, many students still struggle with reading comprehension due to 

vocabulary limitations and difficulty applying appropriate strategies such as scanning. 

Previous studies have identified persistent challenges in this area. Sudirman (2020) found that 

a lack of vocabulary prevented students from efficiently identifying details within texts. In a similar 

vein, Aprilia (2019) reported that Indonesian students often found it difficult to extract specific 

information due to reading limitations. Comparable findings have been observed in Cambodia, 

where Dara (2019) noted that students’ limited language proficiency hindered their effective use of 

scanning strategies. Further, researchers like Lusianah (2017) and Hashemi (2021) confirmed that 

vocabulary mastery plays a fundamental role in ensuring comprehension. Based on personal 

experience, the researcher also observed that many senior high school students struggle with 

scanning texts and comprehending meaning due to limited vocabulary and language awareness. 

Motivated by these challenges, the present study aims to explore the level of students’ 

scanning strategies and reading comprehension at SMAN 7 Manado and to determine whether a 

significant correlation exists between these two variables. By investigating this relationship, the study 
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seeks to contribute valuable insights for English language instruction and offer practical guidance 

for improving students’ academic reading skills. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 
This study employed a quantitative descriptive-correlational design. Quantitative research 

focuses on specific populations or samples, uses structured instruments, and applies statistical 

analysis (Sugiyono, 2018). The descriptive approach was used to assess students’ scanning 

techniques and reading comprehension levels, while the correlational method explored the 

relationship between these variables (Creswell, 2012; Mukaka, 2012). 

The respondents were 100 Grade 10 students from classes A, C, and D at SMAN 7 Manado 

during the 2023/2024 odd semester, selected through convenience sampling (Etikan et al., 2016) 

based on accessibility and time constraints. 

Data were collected using a structured questionnaire adapted from Saputra (2021), comprising 

20 items: 10 on scanning techniques and 10 on reading comprehension. The questionnaire, 

translated into Indonesian for clarity, used a five-point Likert scale (1 = Strongly Disagree to 5 = 

Strongly Agree). Content validity was established through expert judgment by three FKIP English 

lecturers and a statistician. 

A pilot study with 39 students from Grade 10B tested the instrument’s validity and reliability. 

All items were valid, with Cronbach's Alpha coefficients of 0.755 (scanning technique) and 0.812 

(reading comprehension), indicating acceptable reliability (Mohamad et al., 2015). 

Data analysis involved descriptive statistics (mean scores) to assess skill levels, categorized 

using Joshi et al.'s (2015) Likert scale interpretation: very low (1.00–1.49), low (1.50–2.49), moderate 

(2.50–3.49), high (3.50–4.49), and very high (4.50–5.00). Pearson’s Correlation Coefficient tested the 

relationship between variables, with a correlation coefficient of 0.60–0.799 interpreted as strong 

(Ali, 2010), and p-values below 0.05 indicating significance (Creswell, 2012). 

Ethical considerations included maintaining participant anonymity, obtaining informed 

consent, and encouraging honest responses. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
The objective of this study was to investigate the level of students' scanning technique, the 

level of their reading comprehension, and the correlation between the two at SMAN 7 Manado. 

This section presents the findings for each research question, along with relevant interpretations and 

discussion in the context of existing literature. 

Based on the descriptive statistical analysis, the mean score for students’ scanning technique 

was 2.63, which falls within the moderate level range according to the Likert scale interpretation 

(2.50–3.49). This indicates that students possess a basic grasp of scanning strategies, such as 

identifying keywords or using textual features, but they do not consistently or confidently apply 

these techniques during reading tasks. This finding suggests that while students are aware of 

scanning strategies, they require more structured practice and reinforcement to make their use 

habitual and effective. 

The moderate level found in this study is consistent with previous findings by Rahmawati 

(2019), who reported a similar result among students at SMAN Muhammadiyah Tarakan. The 

repeated emergence of this trend in different contexts implies that scanning strategies are not yet 

fully internalized or emphasized in reading instruction at the senior high school level. To develop 

more proficient and autonomous readers, educators should integrate scanning techniques into 

reading exercises more purposefully and provide frequent feedback. 

The analysis also revealed that students’ reading comprehension had a mean score of 3.40, 

which, like scanning technique, falls in the moderate level category. This suggests that students 

sometimes understand the main idea and specific details of a reading text but may struggle with 

complex vocabulary or inferencing. Their comprehension fluctuates depending on the difficulty of 

the text and their familiarity with the topic. Such a finding reflects a transitional stage in students’ 
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reading development, where their cognitive strategies may be emerging but are not yet consistently 

effective. 

This result aligns with Tampi (2020), who also found that seventh-grade students at SMP 

Negeri 1 Eris had a moderate level of reading comprehension, scoring 61.62 on average. The 

consistency of these results suggests that moderate reading comprehension may be a widespread 

pattern in similar educational environments, possibly due to gaps in vocabulary instruction, limited 

reading exposure, or insufficient use of reading strategies like scanning and skimming. These 

similarities reinforce the importance of systematic reading interventions. 

The third research question examined whether there was a correlation between students' 

scanning technique and their reading comprehension. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient 

produced a value of r = 0.639, with a p-value of 0.000, indicating a strong and statistically significant 

positive relationship. Since the p-value is less than 0.05, the null hypothesis is rejected, and the 

alternative hypothesis is accepted: there is indeed a significant correlation. This finding confirms 

that students who frequently and effectively apply scanning techniques tend to achieve higher levels 

of reading comprehension. 

The correlation value of 0.639 falls within the strong range (0.60–0.799), demonstrating that 

scanning is not only a helpful reading strategy but also a predictor of comprehension performance. 

This result echoes the theoretical framework that reading comprehension is enhanced by strategic 

text navigation, where scanning allows readers to locate relevant information quickly, conserve 

cognitive resources, and build meaning efficiently. These findings emphasize the need to embed 

strategy training into reading instruction to improve both the procedural and comprehension 

aspects of reading. 

 

CONCLUSIONS  
This study set out to examine the level of students’ scanning techniques and reading 

comprehension, as well as the correlation between the two, among Grade 10 students at SMAN 7 

Manado. Based on quantitative analysis using descriptive and correlational methods, the findings 

revealed that both scanning technique and reading comprehension were at a moderate level, with 

mean scores of 2.63 and 3.40 respectively. Furthermore, a significant and positive correlation was 

identified between the two variables, as shown by a Pearson correlation coefficient of r = 0.639 and 

a significance value of p = 0.000. This strong relationship implies that improvements in students’ 

scanning strategies are likely to enhance their reading comprehension outcomes. The results 

underscore the interdependence between reading strategies and comprehension ability, suggesting 

that active instruction in scanning techniques can play a crucial role in improving students’ reading 

performance. 

Based on the findings and conclusions drawn from this study, several practical 

recommendations are offered to enhance both the teaching and learning of reading strategies, 

particularly scanning techniques, in the context of English language education. These 

recommendations are intended to provide useful guidance for teachers, students, schools, and 

future researchers in fostering stronger reading comprehension and strategic reading behaviors 

among learners. By addressing the moderate levels of both scanning technique and reading 

comprehension identified in the study, these suggestions aim to support more effective literacy 

instruction and learner development. 

For English teachers, it is essential to deliberately integrate scanning instruction into reading 

lessons. This can be achieved by providing students with guided practice using engaging and 

authentic texts while teaching them how to recognize keywords, titles, and structural cues that 

support quick information retrieval. Teachers should also support learners who struggle with 

comprehension by simplifying complex vocabulary, modeling effective reading strategies, and 

fostering reflective thinking on how students interact with texts. These techniques will not only 

develop scanning proficiency but also strengthen overall reading comprehension. 
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Students, on the other hand, are encouraged to become more self-aware and strategic in their 

reading habits. Regular practice with scanning strategies should be embedded in their reading 

routines, including working with materials like articles, academic texts, or instructions that demand 

precise information extraction. Students should also dedicate time to enriching their vocabulary and 

learning how to manage reading time effectively—both of which are critical factors in overcoming 

comprehension difficulties and building confidence in academic reading tasks. 

Schools and curriculum developers have a significant role in promoting reading strategy 

instruction. Incorporating scanning and skimming into the English curriculum—particularly in the 

early grades of senior high school—can build a strong foundation for academic literacy. 

Emphasizing these skills within standardized test preparation and classroom assessments can help 

students develop practical reading competencies that are transferable across subjects. 

Finally, future researchers are encouraged to expand this line of inquiry by examining how 

scanning interacts with other reading strategies such as skimming, predicting, or inferencing. It 

would also be valuable to conduct qualitative research exploring students’ perceptions, motivations, 

and challenges when using scanning strategies. Such insights could inform more nuanced and 

learner-centered approaches to reading instruction in diverse educational contexts. 
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